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[NA SLEAZY HOTEL ROOM, IN A SHABBY HOTEL, 
SOME SNEAKY SINNERS ARE STARTLED BY THE 


SIGHT OF A SPARKLING SPIDER SIGNAL/ 


LOOK! A SUDDEN 
BEAM OF 2/GHT 
THRU THE WINDOWS 


SO I CAME TO WARN you! 
DON'T EVER AGAIN TRY TO MAKE 
A PATSY OUT OF ME, LIKE you 
DID THE LAST TIME AT YOUR 
CREEPY cIRCUS/¥ 


IT'S THE MARK 
OF SPIDER- 
MAN/ 


IT'S GETTING 
BRIGHTER) 


WELL, WELL/ IF IT ISN'T \ STAY BACK, YOU WALL- 
THE ROLLICKING R/NG - 


CRAWLING WEASEL! WE 


I KNOW, BUT 
VM BETTING 


THEN WHY ARE YOU SHAKING 
THAT WAY 22 


YOU FUMBLING 
HONY// I 


NWO/ TI BELIEVE 
you! I BELIEVE 
you! 


HAT TO SHOW 
"M NOT 
KIDDING! 


HERE/ JUST MAKE SURE THAT IT, 
AND ¥OU/, STAY OUTA MY WAY 


FROM NOW ON/ 
AND DON'T CALL 
E--T2L CALL 
yous 


SMOOTH AND SILENT ARE 
SPIDER-MAN'S ACTIONS, THAT NO 
ONE NOTICES HIM FASTENING A 
SMALL DEVICE TO THE UNIQUE TOP 


es 


Lj 


Any 
ann 


THAT'S THAT,! WITH MY 
LITTLE ELECTRONIC 
GIZMO SECRETLY STUCK 
TO HIS FEDORA, I'LL BE 
ABLE TO 4IVD HIM 
ANY TIME z WANT 
To; 


'RE RIGHT, og f 


NOW THAT HE'S GONE, WE CAN GET BACK TO | WE STRUCK OUT 
BUSINESS/ WE'LL GO TO ANOTHER STATE, % IF WE STAY W 
OPEN OUR'CIRCUS AGAIN, AND I'LL HYPNO- | WAITING FOR THE q Fa THE REMASTER, HELL 
TIZE THE CROWDS AS USUAL WHILE YOU THIRD a. JUST WIND UP IN JAIL 
MAKE A FORTUNE G. 
NOT A CHANCE, MISTER! ROBBING THEM/, 
YOU'VE HAD IT/ 


THAT'S WHY I'M CUTTING | BUT YOU CAN KEEP FORGET IT, TOP HAT/ JUST BECAUSE YOU'RE 4 
OUT! I'VE STILL GOT MY | YOUR SNAKE ACT/ COOL HYPNOTIST, THAT DOESN'T = WE HAVE 
SNAKE oer my FALL TO MAKE YOU OUR HEAD MAN/ 
| |THE PRINCESS IS R/GAT/ 
YOU'RE WASHED UP, RING- 

MASTER! PUSHED you 

| AROUND YOU'RE 
\ A AAS: "BEEN, CHUM 


NO,! YOU CAN'T 20 THIS TO ME/ I'M THE ONE 
WHO BROUGHT YOU TOGETHER! 


AND YOU'RE THE ONE WHO'S 


SURE WE DO/ SOMEONE CLEVER, 
AND CRAFTY,’ SOMEONE WHO CAN 


THINK _ON HIS FEET~- WHO PEOPLE 
UST eee LIKE--THE 
CLOWN / GONNA KISS US GOODBYE/ 


WILL 7R 
YOU'VE GOT YOUR HAT-— 


TAKE IT AND BLOW/ 
I'LL MAKE 


YOU TALK TOO MUCH, 
MISTER / WE KNOW 
BETTER THAN TO LET 
YOU HYPNOTIZE uS-- 
AND WITHOUT 
HYPNOSIS, YOU'RE 
NOTHING / 


AND, ON YOUR WAY 

OUT, HERE'S A LITTLE 

FORGET-ME-NOT FROM 
CANNONBALL/ 


THEN, FINALLY-- AFTER THE PERFORMERS WEARY 
OF THEIR LITTLE GAME,,, 
NO,/ I'LL GO! I'VE 
HAD ENOUGH / 


BUT YOU HAVEN'T 

HEARD THE LAST 

OF ME, YOU SMIRK- 
ING FOOLS / 


I WONDER IF 
I SHOULD 
SPECIALIZE IN 
BIO- CHEMISTRY, 


HOT DOG/ \HMMMM,,. SOME 
THERE'S THE |OF THESE NEW BIO- 
GELL,/LET'S | CHEMICAL DISCOVER- 
GRAB A SODA JJ IES OF DR, HENRY 
PYM ARE AWFULLY 
INTERESTING, 


HOLD /7, TOP HAT/ I 
DON'T WANT _YOU TO 
THINK THE GREAT 
GAMBONNOS HAVE 
FORGOTTEN ABOUT 
you! WE'LL SAY 
GOODBYE IN OUR OWN 


READY, BROTHER? 


HE'S GONE! IS IT AGREED THAT THE CLOWN WILL 


BE OUR NEW 

SURE! WHAT HAVE LEADER2 / WITH OUR TALENTS 

WE GOT TO LOSE? i -- AND WITHOUT 
THAT PHONY HYPNOTISM 
BIT, WE'LL REALLY 


YOU'VE MADE A WISER 
CHOICE THAN YOU 


ag / 


PETER PARKER! 
PUT DOWN THAT 
BOOK, YOU SILLY 
THING/ THE BELL 
RANG M/NUTES 


WITH A 800K COVER- 
ING ITANY TIME! 


YOU CAN'T Stupy \ I’M SORRY, LIZ/ I CAN'T AFEew 
ALL THE TIME! TODAY! SOME OTHER TIME, MINUTES 
YOU NEED SOME OKAY ? LATER. 
RELAXATION, YOU ARE? BUT-- WHAT 
PETEY/ WHY Don't] BETTY BRANT IS MAD ENOUGH ABOUT THE RUMORS I 
YOU WALK ME | AT ME WOW4/ IF SHE EVER HEARD THAT YOU WERE 
SAW ME WALKING £/2 HOME, / | MAKING A PLAY FOR 
JOHNNY STORM'S GIRL 
FRIEND? #¥ 


'0 BE FV/SHED IN HER 
LEAGUE! y 
I WAS HOPING 
YOU'D GIVE , 


Mea 


%AS DESCRIBED IN SPIDEY #21-- STAN, /5 


I'D LOVE To, PETER, 


MAYBE YOU ARE, 
BUT I CAW'7,/ JONAH 
S SPON- 


BET/ BUT, YOU'RE TO 
JAMESON | 


I HARDLY KNOW HER / SHE 
SORING AN A&T 


DOESN'T MEAN ANYTHING TO 


ME-~- NOR I TO HER,/ SHE WAS ALSO THE 
JUST TRYING TO MAKE JOHNNY, PRETTIEST, NICEST,| DON'TLOVE 
MOST WONDERFUL | YOU SAYING 


JEALOUS / 
OH, PETER~- YOU GAL I KNOW/ 


MUST THINK I'M 
JUST A JEALOUS, 
FOOLISH FEMALE / 


I BELIEVE IT'S MY CIVIC OUTY TO BRING ART 
APPRECIATION TO THE MASSES/ I LOVE NOTHING 
BETTER THAN HELPING MY FELLOW MAN/ 


IF TA/S STUFF 


AH YES, MRS. VAN DER TWILLIGER, IT'S ONE OF 
THE FINEST COLLECTIONS OF ART IN THE EAST/ AND, IF I CAN MAKE A 
ISELECTED ALL THE PAINTINGS MYSELF/ NICE HEALTHY PROF/T 

THEY'RE VIRTUALLY PRICELESS! AS WELL, IT DOESN'T 
EXACTLY BREAK MY 


WELL Now-- \ 80¥,/ I WISH £ HEART, EITHER! 
ZHRUMMPH> COULD DRAW - 
FEET LIKE 


MEANWHILE, JUST OUTSIDE THE | | THERE'S So MUCH TALK- 
CROWDED GALLERY, WE FIND... FR 

NEVER HEAR US BACK 

HERE/ $0 LET'S GO/ 


YOU AND YOUR b OM 
BROTHER GRAB 4 
CANNON- 


WHILE EVERYBODY WATCHES THE 
CLOWN, WE CAN LOOT THE BACK 
ROOM AT OUR LEISURE / 


EPISODE OF JAZZY JUGGLING AND 
CLOWN/] BREATH-TAKING BALANCE, THRU THE 
COURTESY OF MR. J. JONAH JAMESON! 


DIDN'T 
I NEVER HIRED HIM! WE GOT’ | I TELL 
BUT, IF 'LL GET THE youz22 


EDIT FOR IT, THAT'S 
OKAY, WITH ME/ 


BUT, THERE'S USUALLY SOMEONE AROUND TO UH OH! SOMEONE'S {/ STAY BACK, FOLKS! THINK 
SPOIL WHAT SEEMS 70 BE A PERFECT PLAN / SUSPICIOUS / I'VE HOW EMBARRASSING IT 
IN 7H/S CASE ,THAT SOMEONE IS... GOT TO KEEP THE WOULD BE TO GET RUN 

CROWD BACK/ OVER BY A UNICYCLE! 

THAT'S NO ORDINARY CLOWN! WHAT'S THAT 

HE'S ONE OF THE 2/NGMASTE: NOISE FROM THE 

GANG, THAT MEANS THERE'S BACK ROOM2 

TROUBLE BREWING/ 


WHAT'S I KINDA HATE BUT, US REAL ART LOVERS 
GOING ON TO REFUSE JUST HATE To PART WITH 
HERE?? LET | YOU, MAC, SINCE PAINTINGS SAFELY! NOWZ CAN 


GO OF YOU ASK SO FOLLOW AFTER THEM! 
THOSE NICE AND WHAT A 7R/ILM PH 
PAINTINGS. POLITE / MISTER THIS WAS/, 


THEN, AS A POLICE AMBULANCE SPEEDS THE STILL 
. UNCONSCIOUS JONAH JAMESON TO THE HOSPITAL. 
--HE--HE'S JUST | NOW, BUT, IF ONLY I COULD 


BARELY BREATHING/| GET AWAY--TO CHANGE CLOTHES} | YOU TWO ARE IN THE | POOR MR, JAMESON / 
HE'S HURT VERY CLEAR YOU CAN GO | EVEN THOUGH HE HAD HIS 
BADLY/ WE NEEDA 
DOCTOR! 


<I 
C'MON, BETTY DEAR-~ 
I'LL TAKE YOU HOME! ]# 


AHH, MY ELECTRONIC GIZMO 
1S STARTING TO THROB NOW/ 
MASTER AN e's Sune TS 

AT LAST I'M FREE M : 

TO GO INTO ACTION LEAD ME TO THE CLOWN AND HIS 

AS SPIDER-MAN / PLAYFUL LITTLE 

AND THE ONE Z < PALS/ 

WANT TO FIND IS 

THE RINGMASTER/ 


NOTE: FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO 
HAVEN'T BEEN PAYING STRICT 
ATTENTION, WE WANNA REMIND 

YOU THAT SPIDEY STILL DOESN'T 
KNOW THAT THE RINGMASTER AND 

HIS LITTLE GANG HAVE SPLIT uP/| | 


IT'S THROBBING BUT, THIS DOESN'T LOOK WOW! IT'S THROBBING, 
LOUDER ND OF AND BUZZING, AND 
SHAKING TO BEAT THE 
BAND Now, I MUST 
BE ALMOST ON TOP 
OF HIMS 


LOOKS LIKE THEY BEAT But, ALTHOUGH SPIDEY IS RIGHT ABOUT THE 
ME To IT/ THEY MUST 


f; RINGMASTER BEING AT HEADQUARTERS, HE'S 
HAVE ALREADY ALTERED WRONG ABOUT eveeernine ELSE / 
THE GANG. 


IF I WERE, I WOULDN'T 

HAVE WAITED FOR YOU To 
PICK ME UP/ TI 7020 you 
“I'M THRE WITH CRIMES 


THAT ART GALLERY 
ROBBERY/ 


THEY WOULDN'T HAVE RE- 


LEASED HIM UNLESS HE'S 

INNOCENT! THERE HASN'T 

EVEN BEEN 7/ME TO SET 

BAIL / I'D BETTER FOLLOW 
HIM FOR A WHILE/ 


HE'S STILL THE ONLY LEAD 

I'VE GOT’ THERE'S ALWAYS 

THE CHANCE HE'LL TAKE 
ME TO THE OTHERS/ 


a3 


MANUTES LATER... We! 
= 


THOSE CRUMMY RAT 


OPERATING I/THOUT 
ME/ I'VE GOT A GOOD 
MIND TO TELL THE COPS 
WHERE TO F/VD THEM / 


EVERY 
FRIENDLY 
NEIGHBOR- 

HOOD 
NEEDS A HAT 
LIKE THAT! 


NOW, 
SLEEPY-HEAD, 
SUPPOSE you 


NO,/ I'LL DO EVEN SETTER 
THAN THAT/ FIRST, I'LL STEAL 
E LOOT 420M MASTER, DID THEY2/ 
THEN |'LL TURN THEM IN/ 

THAT WILL BE POETIC JUSTICE! 


SO/ THEY BROKE UP 
WITH THE RING 
THEM--AND 

THAT COMPLICATES 
THINGS FOR ME/ 


THANKS A HEAP, WIDE-EYES,/ 
AND NOW, IF YOU DON'T MIND 
'D LIKE ‘TO USE YOUR PHONE/ 


HIDEOUT-- 


ANO IT LOOKS To 

ME LIKE YOU WON'T 

MIND ANYTHING 
FOR A WHILE! 


A 
Our CIRCUS 
EQUIPMENT 
--ON WEST 
22%? STREET! 


HELLO, MUNICIPAL HELLO? THIS IS BETTY BRANT! ~=--THE RINGMASTER WILL 
NO, MR, JAMESON IS STILL UN- HAVE TO KEEP TILL I RETURN/ 


HOSPITAL 2 I'M 
CALLING To SEE J CONSCIOUS / THEY'RE TAKING AND THERE'S NOTHING I CAN DO 
HOW MR, JAMESON HIM TO X-RAY NOW! FOR JAMESON / 
IS? ANY WORD ee A ews THAT JUST 
i p LEAVES THE CLOWN AND 


ON HIS CONDITION 


Vp 


HIS CRONIES FOR ME/ 
WELL, IT'LL BE BETTER 
THAN ME HANGING 
AROUND WITH NOTHING 

~~ TO DO/ 


MD, 


DMV 


ONE 
SPEAKING 
THRU A 
MASK/ 


HE MEANS A NAME FoR 
THE WHOLE TEAA{-- 


AW, ULL BET 
NV COME UP 


ves 
WAME eg/J 


IT SHOULD BE A NAME WITH DRAMA To IT! ONE WHICH THE MASTERS OF MENACE,/ 
WILL STRIKE FEAR INTO THE HEARTS OF THOSE WHO HEAR P| 


(Tf ONE WHICH NO ONE CAN EVER FORGET/ 
OR THE S/G 
HOW ABOUT 7HE CARNIVAL TOP PERS 2 
A CHAMPS? a 


BOY,/ DION'T ANY OF YOU EVER 
HEAR OF THE “GOOD NEIGHBOR 
PoLiCyNe 


THIS TIME WE 
MUSTN'T LET 
HIM OFF SO 


EASY, GET 
HIM,/ STOP 
\ HIM! DESTROY 
4 AIMS 


CALL YOUR=- 


SELVES 
THE UNION 
THA 


OF THE 
USELESS! 


DON'T TRY THAT AGAMN, 
CHUM/ BECAUSE IF you 
MAKE ME A. ~ YOU'LL 
REALLY BE IN TROUBLE/ 


STAY S7/LL, 
BLAST you/ 


CANN 
7 


SMASH '\M, WHEN 2 SMASH 
ONBALL/ |ANYSBODy, THERE 
WELL DO THE | /SN'7. ANY "REST" 
REST/ TO DO! 
HE HASN'T 
A CHANCE 
AGAINST 


AND WOK, SPIDER-MAN, YOUR BRIEF 

MOMENT OF GLORY 1S CVER/ YOUR 

FLAMBOYANT ACROBATICS DO NOT 
: IMPRESS ME/ 


BLAST ITf 
I FORGOT 
ABOUT THE 

CLOWNS 


KEEPAFTER HiM/ 
DON'T GIVE _HIM 


TIME TO REGAIN 
HIS BALANCE, / 


eUuiCcK! 
TOSS 
HIM TO 
MES 


DON'T BECOME 
OVERCONFIDENT.’ 


Ek / NOW THAT You've 
THANKS FOR THE ES 
TESTIMONIAL, BOYS! = 


GOT ME, LOUD 
SSS MOUTH, WHAT ARE 
I'LL TRY TO PROVE i YOU GONNA BO 
THAT YOU'RE R/GH7/ 


CAN TWIST 
HIMSELF 
IN THE AIR 
LIKE THAT! 


1 
pers AE a CANNONGALL-- ? y / 
SPIDER-MAN QUICK | NOW, q 6 i 


+, 


per TF 
jwmaeeeee, 


HE-HE'S Too 
POWERFUL! 
I CAN'T HANG 

ON TO HIM/ 


NATURALLY, 
CLOWN 
BUT YOU 

GET AN "A" 


AS FOR YOL, CANNON- 
BALL, ''VE JUST 
CROSSED YOU OFF 
MY LIST OF THE 
FOR EFFORT! PEOPLE I'D LIKE To 


BE STRANDED ON A 
DESERT ISLE 
WITH! 


HE'S FORGOTTEN ABOUT 
PRINCESS PYTHON! THIS 


1S MY CHANCE TO SHOW 
WHAT I CAN 


00/ 


SUFFERIN' SPIDER-WEBS/ WHAT DO 
I DO WOW 22 I CAN'T FIGHT A 
FEMALE,/'T CAN'T USE FORCE 
AGAINST HER-~ BUT, IF SHE DOESN'T 
LET GO, THE =, PULVERIZE 


SPIDER-MAN I'MA HUH? LOOK, LEGGO, LADY’ 
GOING TO DO you I'M NOT IN A SURRENDERING 
THE BIGGEST FAVOR | MOOD RIGHT NOW/ C/MON.,,. 
OF YOUR LIFES I'LL_ | KNOCK IT OFF, HUH? 
GIVE YOU A CHA 
HOLD HIM, 
PRINCESS / 
HOLD 


oye 
LA |. 


GOOD WORK, PRINCESS/ 
WE'VE GOT HIM SURROUNDED 


MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE 
RINGMASTER'S APARTMENT, 
THE SLIGHTLY SWAYING 
HYPNOTIC HAT CONTINUES 
TO HOLD HIM IN (TS SPELL a, 


WHILE, IN A QUIET HOSPITAL ROOM, 
BETTY BRANT PATIENTLY KEEPS 
HER LONELY VIGIL +. 


THE DOCTOR SHOULD 
HAVE THE X-RAY RE- 
PORT SOON NOW,! 


OKAY/ THAT'S ENOUGH OF A PAUSE FOR you! 
NOW IT'S TIME TO GET BACK TO OUR WEB- 


But, NOTHING LASTS FoR- 
EVER--NOT EVEN THE 
ACHESIVE WEBBING OF 
AMAZING SPIDER-MAN/ 
THLUS--SUDDENLY--— 


HE'S VERY 
FORTUNATE, MISS 
BRANT! THE x-RAYS SHOW NO 
INTERNAL INJURIES/ HE SHOULD 
BE RECOVERING CONSCIOUSNESS 


BEFORE LONG/ 
OH, THANK 
HEAVENS / 


SPINNING BOY WONDER--5SO, HERE WE GO--/ 


IF YOU ALL CAN'T 
STOP HIM WOW, 


GIVE UP,/ 


DON'T WORRY, PRINCESS,’ 
WE'VE GOT HIM RI 
YOU MIGHT AS WELL] WHERE WE 


GHT 
WANT HiM/ 


= 
as 


L Xm 


AND SO, SLOWLY-- SINISTERLY-- 
THE GLEAM OF INTELLIGENCE 
BEGINS TO RETURN TO THE COLD, 
MALEVOLENT EYES OF THE 
RINGMASTER / 


PETER WILL BE GLAD To 

LEARN THAT-~ BUT, COME 

TO THINK OF \T-- WHERE 

1S PETER 22 I HAVEN'T SEEN 
HIM’ ALL DAY/ 


YOU'VE GOT THAT \_{you'vE ALL GOT ME 
BACKWARDS, Boys! 


EXACTLY WHERE I WANT 
YOU JUST WATCH! 


NOW,THAT WAS A VERY NOW DON'T CROWD, BOYS, I 
UNKIND THING TO SAY/ PROMISE TO GET AROUND TO 
EACH ONE OF YOU AS SOON AS 


IT IMPLIED THAT I 00 IT THE 
HARD WAY!) | I CAN/ FIRST COME, FIRST 
. SAT SERVED/ 
\\ 
° ” = 70 
= <- Be ma.\ - x [a= » g } OP eg SZ 
2 «> . = 
& 

‘ A 


I SAVED YOU FOR LAST, 
CANNONBALL / YOU'RE Oo 
THE BIG, BRAVE HERO| You 

RIVET MARKS 


MIDDLE-AGED JONAH ON HIS SKIN/ 
JAMESON’ 


JAMESON ISN'T ONE OF MY 

FAVORITE BUDDY-Boys, BUT HAPPENED To 
AT LEAST HES GOOD FORA z PRINCESS 

FEW LAUGHS! R PYTHON 2 I'D 

BETTER SEE 

WHAT'S % WHAT SHE'S 


YOUR 
EXCUSE22 


( WELL, THIS IS THE THERE HE FOUND ME,’}) | LOOK, I'M GOING TO TAKE YOUR 
fp ONLY DIRECTION SHE SHE is/ PLAYMATES TO THE POLICE, AND 
COULD HAVE TAKEN/ I DON'T WANT YOU TO BE TOO 
SHE CAN'T HAVE ALL. RIGHT, LONELY WITHOUT THEM/ 
GONE FAR! MA'AM/! YOU'D 3 BEING A FEMALE! 
P WHAT AM I GONNA 
HOW DARE you | |202 I CAN'T PUNCH 
COME IN HERE22!/] |HER = THE JAW 


Nags 
‘Wie 


LOOK, WE'RE BO7HW DON'T BE A 400L/ THIS COLILD 
WASTING TIME/ BE THE CHANCE OFA LIFETIME 
YOU KNOW IAA NOT TO TAKE/ WHY DON'T I FOR YOU! WE'LL TURN THE 


GOING TO LET you YOU AND I TEAM UP3?2 OTHERS IN, AND WE'LL KEEP 
GET AWAY SCOT WE COULD MAKE TO BE THE LOOT/ 
FREE! BEAUTIFUL MUSIC 
TOGETHER 


wl 4 
Wy uN ny 


THING IT LIKE GEST ABOUT You 1S PART OF YOUR ROUTINE, THE 
1S YOUR UNTARNISHED CODE OF| | CRAFTY CLOWN WILL SHOW I FEEL AS THOUGH I'VE 
HONOR/| | YOU THAT 7WO CAN PLAY THAT BEEN ASLEEP / IT'S 


£ 
Y'KNOW, LADY, L THINK THE OKAY, PRINCESS,’ IF BETRAYAL | | AAEANWHILE,,, Ton 


BUT JUST THINK OF ‘Neus wos 
ALL THE MONEY WE'D - PLAY IT EVEN & 


BE DIVIDING UP’ 4 
BUT--HOW DID 


THAT DOUBLE-CROSSING, 3mm 6 ye 
TWO-TIMING NO GOOD % Ry MY HAT GET 
ON THE FLOOR#2 


GAME~--AND I'LL BETICAN | |STRANGE/ PERHAPS I, & 
ETTER! WAS JUST DAY-DREAMING/ £5 


FEMALE’ 


sF 


ont 


WELL, I'LL WORRY ABOUT 

THAT LATER/ RIGHT NOW, 

'VE GOT TO REACH THE 

CLOWN AND THE CTHERS 

BEFORE THEY TAKE IT ON 
THE LAM/ 


HAH TE I CAN UNMASK 

yOu, YOU'LL MAVE TO DO AS 

I SAY TO KEEP YOUR IDENTITY 
A SECRET,” 


MY TRAINED SNAKE, OF COURSE! 
WHY DO YOU THINK I'M CALLED 
PRINCESS PYTHON, YOU FOOL 2?! 


WEY. TAKE IT EASY WITH 
THAT THING // I-I DON'T 
WANT TO HAVE TO GET 


YOU FOOL! 
THERE'S 
NOTHING 

YOU CAN 80, 

NOW/ YOU'RE 

HELPLESS! 


HMMM LOOKS LIKE THE 
RINGMASTER'S IN A MIGHTY 
BIG HURRY, I'LL JUST TAG 
ALONG BEHIND HIM, LIKE THE 
CHIEF TOLD ME TO/ 


I'L. TEACH THEM 3 
THEY CAN'T GET 
RID OF THEIR 
LEADER AS EASY 
AS THEY THINKS 


SPURRED ON By DESPERATION, 

SPIDEY MOVES WITH BLINDING SPEED, 

RE-MASKING HIS FACE BEFORE 

PRINCESS PYTHON CAN SEE WHO HE 
REALLY IS/ 


SWHEW/= YOU WON'T 
GET A CHA 


THAT 
AGAIN! 


i 
Ni 
Nt 
4 


I'LL HAVE TO STOP HER WITH 
MY WEB! HEY-- WHAT GIVES 22 
IT WON'T WORK / HER ELECTRIC 
PROD MUST HAVE FUSED MY 


WEB SHOOTERS,/ 


AND, AS THE TOP-HATTED HYPNO- 


TIST RACES TO THE GLOOMY 
TELL THE TRUTH, 


WAREHOUSE,,, 


yOU MASKED DREAMBOAT -~ 
DON'T yOU FIND ME EVEN A 


LADY, IF 
SOPHIA 


YOU'RE DEFINITELY 
MOT--T STILL Lapgdo 


YOU WERE 


ta 


YOU HAD YOUR CHANCE,/ NOW 
yYou'LL BE SORRY YOU DIDN'T 
TAKE IT./ 


Dae 


i) 


Pi 


MOMENTARILY UNSURE OF HIS 
THE AMAZING TEEN- 


BACK THRU A SMALL DOORWAY, 
INTO A MURKY, WINDOWLESS 


ROOM-- 
THERE! I'VE WON! 
MY PET WILL FINISH 
YOU NOW, FAREWELL, 
SPIDER-MAN / 


SOMETHING 


I'VE GOT TO 
BE SURE HE 
DOESN'T 
WRAP HIM- 
SELF 
AROUND 
ME WHILE 
UM WORK- [# 
ING ON MY 
OWN ie 


BATTLE 


HE'S STARTING 
GLE 


TO STRUG 

MORE FIERCELY/ 
C'MON, OL' SPIDER Na 
STRENGTH--OON'T | \ 


FAIL ME Now,!/ 


SO THAT‘S HER ALL RIGHT, 
LITTLE "PETHNMY 
T'S THE BIGGEST SLITHERING 
FULL~GROWN 
PYTHON VVE 
EVER SEEN/L 


a 
om 
| 
wal 


i 


aS 


EVER TIEDA 


HOW ABOUT THAT 
ULL BET IT'S TH 
FIRST TIME A SPIDER 


PYTHON 

INTO A 4NO7,/ WHAT 

A DANDY PAPER-WEIGHT, 
HE'D MAK Ef 


SPIDEY, OLD PAL, IF You'vE HE'S HARDLY EVEN 
EVER MOVED FAST-- NOW'S TRYING, HE 

THE TIME TO DO IT! FIGURES I'LL BE 
ee ia poue FOR 


<) 


7 


(te 


; a . 
« Ly, S 


IT'S NOW--OR WEVER,/ I'VE MANAGED TO 
GET HIS HEAD IN ONE HAND ANP THE TIP OF 
HIS TAIL IN THE OTHER’ NOW, ALL T NEED 
IS SPLIT-SECOND TIMING, AND AN EXTRA 
PORTION OF PLAIN, ORDINARY LUCK 


HOLD ON THERE, PRINCESS,” 
WE HAVE A LITTLE UNFINISHED 


BUSINESS 
TO ATTEND | HE-HE'S UNBEAT- 
To! ABLE I'VE GOT TO 
GET AWAY,! THERE'S 
NOTHING THAT CAN 
STOP HIM/ 


FIRST, I'LL MAKE OFF 
WITH ALL THE PRICELESS 
PAINTINGS --AND THEN fl 
MLL RETURN FOR MY . itl 
REVENGE 


ALL RIGHT, BOYS! 
RELIEVE HIM OF 
THOSE PAINTINGS 
ANP HOLD THEM 
AS EVIDENCE! 


I'LL LEAVE HER TO THE LAW/ 
THEY KNOW HOW _TO HANDLE 
BIG, BAD FEMALES LIKE THAT/ 


WE'VE BEEN 
LOOKING FOR 
YOU, PRINCESS/ 
CALL THE 
PADDY WAGON, 
BOYS! « 


——- 


AND, TUST AROUND THE CORNER,,. 


yy 


MO/ DON'T TOUCH ME/ STAY 
AWAY / I WON'T GO TO PRISON! 
Il WON'T! 


I'LL JUST GET A SHOT OF THIS! 
IT'LL BE THE BEST MEDICINE 
ANYONE CAN GIVE 70 OU SSS! 


I WONDER WHAT 
THOSE “MASTERS 
OF MENACE” WOULD. 
SAY IF I ASKED 
1EM TO SMILES 


WAH! SO I WIN AFTER ALL/ 


ONCE I COLLECT THE MONEY 


UNDERLINGS AS I PLEASE 


0 
FORM 4.WEW CIRCUS OF CRIME! 


YOU'RE LUCKY/ 
OTHER GIRLS 
ARE SITTING 
HOME TONIGHT, 
MAN IS RIGHT , WITH NOTHING 
To pof 


I WAS ILL, MISS 
BRANT/ Too 
LAZY TO GO To 

ORK, EH?: 


YES, PETER-- WHERE 
HAVE YOU BEEN? 


AW, I KNEW 
YOU'D BE 
OKAY, J. J./ 
AFTER ALL, 
YOU WERE 
ONLY HIT ON 
THE HEAD/ 


PARKER, YOU'RE A WIZARO,! THESE 
SHOTS ARE FRONT PAGE STUFF 
THEY SHOW THE CAPTURE OF THE 
ENTIRE GANG, HEy, WHAT'S THE 


MATTER 22 
EVERYTHING WOULD 
HAVE BEEN PERFECT, 
EXCEPT-- THE PAINT- 
INGS WERE RECOVERED/ 
NOW WE'LL HAVE To 
LOOK AT THEM AGAIN/ 


AUNT MAY,’ WHAT ARE YOU DOING UP THIS 
= LATE 22 

WAITING FOR 

YOU, YOUNG A 


GEE, '"M SORRY, AUNT May! 
MAN, / THIS IS Yj 


BUT, I CAN EXPLAIN,’ YOUSEE, 
WHAT HAPPENED WAS~- 2EH= 

THAT 1S, I MEAN~-WELL ; IT'S 
| KINDA HARD To EXPLAIN.// 


THE FIRST 
TIME You 
EVER STAYED 
OUT SO LATE 
WITHOUT, ~4~- 

CALLING/ # 


Say 7 az,* 
SSay 4 iy 


COME ON,/ WHAT ARE WE STAND- 
ING AROUND FOR2 WE'VE GOT AN 
EXTRA TO PUT OUT/ THEN, WE'VE 
GOT TO PLAN A NEW ART Ex- 

4/817, RIGHT AWAY, TO CASH IN 
ON THE PUBLICITY’ 


NO, YOU'RE 
NOT, J. J./ 
NOT AFTER 
YOu SEE 
WHAT I'VE 
GOT FoR 
you! 


OF COURSE, I COULD ALWAYS 
SELL THESE EXCLUSIVE PIX 
OF THE MASTERS OF MENACE 
TO ANOTHER NEWSPAPER / 


WHAT.22/ VOL MANAGED 
TO GET PICTURES OF THE 
CLOWN AND HIS GANG 22 
LET ME SEE Teme” 

e “wee 


I SURE HOPE AUNT MAY IS 

ASLEEP/ IT SHOULD HAVE 

PHONED EARLIER TO SAY I 

WOULDN'T BE HOME FOR 

DINNER, BUT I DIDN'T 
HAVE A CHANCE 


HOOO BOY,! THIS IS AWFUL! 

POOR AUNT MAY THINKS I'M 

KEEPING SOMETHING BAD FROM 

HER/ BUT, THINK HOW MUCH 

WORSE SHE'D FEEL IF SHE KNEW 

THAT HER PAMPERED PETER PARKER 
1S REALLY-- SP/IDER-MAN/ 


I WON'T TRY 
TO DENY 
THAT I'M HURT, 
PETER DEAR/ 


FROM ME 
BEFORE,’ 


TELL US THE TRUTH, NOW! ADMIT IT/ HAVE YOu 
EVER SEEN ANY OTHER COSTUMED _SUPER-HERO 
WHOSE AUNT HAD HIM ON THE CARPET BECAUSE 
HE STAYED OUT TOO LATE FIGHTING SINISTER 
ARCH-VILLAINS,.’ OF COURSE NOT/ BUT, WITH 
OL! SPIDEY, THIS IS JUST THE BEGINNING 
OF ALL THE SURPRISES IN STORE FOR you! 
SO WE WANT ALL YOU WEB-SPINNERS To 
GE HERE NEXT ISH--AND, TILL THEN--— 
FACE FRONT / 


Dear Stan and Steve: 

Bill Dubay, Keith McWalter and- Jerry McCall are all 
wrong in their guesses about who thé Green Goblin is. 
Only Mysterio would think of a costume or weapons like 
that. I say the Green Goblin is Mysterio. Am I right? 
When Spider Man tackled those actors, he thought they 
were criminals. They would make a good idea for a Crim- 
inal Team. Why don’t you have some real criminals 
dressed like that, attack Spidey? var does Aunt May 
have to have such a pointed chin? Why don’t you have 
Spider-Man, Torch, Daredevil and the X-men team w 
to form a “Super-Teens” group? It would make good read- 
ing. Probably, it would also make more deadline head- 
aches for Stan. Who did the darkroom work for your pic- 
tures in the Marvel Annual? Or who took those pictures? 
YYEESH! We still don’t know what half of Vince, all of 
Stan G. or Marty Goodman look like. Why does that flam- 
ing fathead, Torch, have to mess Rene every time 
Spidey’s about to capture his foes? When will you give 
Captain America his own comic? One scene that really 
got me, in the Spider-Man Annual, was JI, talking to 
a spider. I figure he really went off the I 
especially liked the conversation between two of his em- 
ployees when they saw him. One Co thing about the 
Annual was those full page panels when Spidey clobbered 
each nut. Where eat get comics from the Golden Age 
of Comics? Does the Library of Congress have copies? 
An avid fan... Robert Ball, 505 So. Second 

Hugo, Oklahoma 
We think they have ’em, Bob, but doubt that they’ll 
sell them! As for the rest of your questions, have a 
heart! We'd need a fifty-hour day to answer them! 
But, maybe some of our faithful ol’ readers have a 
few extra minutes—! 


Dear Stan and Steve: 

Just thought I'd offer a few comments on the SPIDER- 
MAN ANNUAL #1, which I bought a couple of days 
ago. The annual contained so many excellent features 
that I can only go over them briefly. The full page 
scenes of Spider-Man in action against each member of 
the Sinister Six ‘plus the gallery of villains were prob- 
ably the high point of the book, although it would be 
hard to edge out the other great features. My only dis- 
appointment was that the Sinister Six, with all their 
collective brains and skills, didn’t put up a better fight 
against the web-spinner. poe the Vulture came up with 
much of a new approach, depriving Spider-Man of his 
web. You notice that no villain lasted longer than four 
pages. Even a non-criminal with any sense could see 
that the evil-doers would have to team up to really get 
anywhere, But this is only a minor complaint about an 
otherwise superb effort on your part. 

Kenneth S. Gallagher, 1409 Spring Valley Ter. 
Huntington, W. Va. 
Thanks, Ken. You're absolutely right about the fact 
that the Sinister Six should have teamed up to battle 
Spidey—but, what could we ever do for an encore? 
Dear Stan and Steve: 

Now you've done it! Now you've gone and done it! In 
the words of Bashful Benjamin, youre making a nervous 
wreck out of l’il of me! Seriously though, SPIDER-MAN 
#18 is definitely the most original tale I have ever read, 
if not the best. I think it takes a lot more skill.to write 
a series of stories illustrating the hero discredited than to 
write stories in which the hero swashbuckles around: win- 
ning every battle and piling up honors. I especially liked 
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the Torch’s comment, “I’d rather watch Dr. Doom read- 
ing nursery rhymes to the kiddies!” Somehow, the image 
conjured up by this remark had me in near-hysterics for 
hours! So please make haste and get #19 out extra quick, 
or I'm liable to go into a state of advanced shock just 
waiting! Yours pending #19’s arrival. 

David H. Fenimore, 400 Garden Lane 

Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania 
Well, Davey, by the time this sees print #19 will have 
come and gone—and we hope you’re back to normal 
by now! 
Dear Stan and Steve: ; 

On behalf of the Alpha Tau Kappa Hopeless House 
Social Protest Squad, it gives me great pride to tell you 
that Spider-Man has won the Comic Excellence Award 
for 1963-64, It was the feeling of all the S.P.S. members 
that Spider-Man’s wit, actions, and graphic representa- 
tions were vastly superior to those of any other candi- 
dates. The award, which is kept at Hopeless House, has 
been inscribed with Spider-Man's name and web, and 
Spider-Man himself has been made a member of the 
S.P.S.! Congratulations and keep up the good work! 

Ronald R. Matthies, Regent, _ Tau Kappa 
674 N. Grove St., Banning, Calif. 
Never mind all that jazz, Ronnie! Where’s our official 
membership pin??? 


THE MIGHTY MARVEL CHECKLIST 


A Line-Up Of Some Of The Marvel-ous Mags On Sale Right Now: 
FANTASTIC FOUR #36: At last! Mighty Marvel has created a 
NEW F.F.! Don’t miss the surprise sensation of the season when 
the FANTASTIC FOUR battles the dazzling, dangerous, dar- 
ingly different FRIGHTFUL FOURI 
AVENGERS #13: The Avengers have been almost all over, but 
never have they entered a place with the menace and mystery 
rs “The Castle of Count Nefarial” It’s got that Bela Lugosi-ish 
lavorl 
DAREDEVIL #6: And still another team of villains! But this one 
has a different gimmick! See why D.D. has become @ winner 
in such a short time as you thrill to “The Fellowship Of Fearl” 
THOR #113: It had to happen! At last the mighty Thor tells 
Jane his true identity! But, little does he dream it may cost 
him his life—especially with the grotesque Gray Gargoyle ap- 
pearing from nowhere! 
STRANGE TALES #130: Certain to be a sensation! The Torch 
and the Thing see the Beatles! Dr. Strange is defeated by the 
dread Dormammu! And, we introduce an exciting new artist! 
SUSPENSE #63: The one we've been promising youl Here it 
is: “The ORIGIN of Captain. Americal” Nuff sald! Plus, an- 
other great fantasy-mystery starring the armored Avenger: 
Iron Man, vs. an unknown phantoml 
ASTONISH #65: Another fabulous surprise! Wait till you see 
the NEW Giant-Man! New artist, new costume, but the same 
Marvel magic! And then you'll follow the incredible Hulk on, 
a thundering rampage behind the iron curtain! 
SGT. FURY #15: The Howlers find a new mascot on one of 
thelr most dangerous missions! If you appreciate the best, 
don’t miss “Too Small To Fight, Too Young To Diel” in the 
war magazine for people who hate war magazines! 


Dear Stan and Steve: 

Boy!! And people say you're too big headed. Were they 
mistaken! They got the wrong part of the body, You guys 
down there are big-hearted. I think yours.is the only comic 
group that gives tree subscriptions to people. I mean that 
in the last few comics there was a boy who wrote in to 


one of your letters sections saying that he was blind and 
his brother reads him the comics he buys. And out of the 
clear blue sky you give him a tree subscription. I only 
read two of these cases, but I’m sure there were more that 
I missed. My father says that these letters are fakes, and 
that you make them up. But we know differently, don’t 
we? Keep these subscriptiens up. It niakes a guy feel good 
to read about your big-heartedness. ; 

: Bob Sankner, 109 Pulaski Avenue 
oe ms Carteret, New Jersey 
Thanks for the kind words, Bobby! As for these let- 
ters being fakes, we almost wish it were true! It would 
be a lot easier to write these letter pages if we could 
just make ’em up ourselves! 

Dear Stan and Steve: 

Why do you ever-loving, pen-pushing, ink-slopping boys 
down at Marvel comics hate Spider Mun? In all my life 
I have never read any magazine which, like yours, makes 
things tough for its own hero. I have hundreds of comics 
at home und most of them are Marvel, ‘cause they’re the 
best. Every time I get a new SPIDER MAN comic, he’s 
in worse trouble with the public. Why don’t you let him 
finish at least one fight without being hampered by a 
sprained ankle, or numb arms and legs? Why can’t he 
just have minor problems like fighting for his life, or 
simple things like that? Artwork: Probably the greatest 
and most explicitly enticing bit of workmanship in the 
world today. Stories: Without a doubt the most original, 
clever, miraculously offbeat and great in the country’s his- 
tory. Coloring: Coloring like that found énly in the great 
surging rainbows in the galaxy. cg More than likely 
done with one of the hands of .the ne, ge Gods of 
Asgard. Editor's Notes: Without a doubt the most in- 
formative tid-bits since:the invention of the encyclopedia. 

Tip Daniels, 971 Bonneville Way 
Tooele, Utah 
And Fans: Wonderful enough to warm an editor's 
jaded heart! . 
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Dear Stan and Steve: 
I have a question to ask about the artwork in your mags. 
Who colors the pictures? Is it the penciller or the inker? 


Steve Chapman, 330 Skokie Lane 


Glencoe, Illinois 

Glad you asked, Stevey! This has puzzled many people, 
and the answer is; Neither! Our coloring is done by 
a fella who specializes just in coloring comic maga- 
zines. So, whenever you see colors that don’t ring the 
bell, it really isn’t the fault of the penciller or inker. 
In fact, it usually isn’t the colorer’s fault, either! Often 
the engraver, thru no fault of his own, working against 
time, might misinterpret the celurer’s guide! Is that 
confusing enough for you, pal? 


Dear Stan and Steve: 

The latest SPIDER-MAN was great! It had a lot of 
action in it which is one thing I’m not one bit against! 
My mom and I had an argument. She says you have your 
Spider-Man stories written ‘way before you put them on 
the stands. I disagree. Please answer this so 1 can prove 
Tam right. George L. Handler, R.R. #1 

Easton Alton, Il. 
Aw, c’mon, Georgie! You’re puttin’ us on! It would 
be a pretty neat trick if we could write our yarns after 
they’re put on the stands, wouldn't it? Tell Mom to 
go to the head of the clasa! 


Dezr Stan and Steve: 

I am 20 years of age and of reasonable intelligence. I 
attend the Ohio Wesleyan University. I am an English 
major. 1 wallow in Dickens, Shakespeare, Keats, Johnson,’ 
O'Hara, Shelley, ete., etc. ad nauseum, And I adore Marve! 
Comics! But let me tell you how I discovered them... 
While conferring with an honors graduate of Kenyon Col- 
lege (now with the Peace Corps in Bahar, India) he rec-' 
ommended your comics as an antidote to those post Field- 
ing blues! Magnificent! I am pew devoted fan and will 
do my best to spread the word to the stuffy gre intel- 
lectuals I encounter. Keep up the good work! May I use 
quotes from: various issues in upcoming Bd Proger 
ootnotes, natch, Wendy Bell, 3643 Tilden St., N.W. 

Washington 8, D.C, 

Sure, honey, quote us to your heart’s content! And 
you can send our diplomas to the same address! 
Dear Stan and Steve: . 

You took a big chance with SPIDER-MAN #18. The 


‘reply could have been “It was a wee issue, with no plot,: 
le 


no action, nothing!” But your gamble paid off. SPIDER- 
MAN #18 was the best Marvel issue ever! PRS you, 
“The Story We Never Expected To Read!!!” Only the 
Mighty Marvel Madmen would attempt such an off-beat 
issue. A truly different tale! The artwork in this issue was’ 


amy, terrific, except for J, Jonah’s smile! (That was a 
le 


smi Especially J. Jonah’s cheeks on page 14, panel 2. 
But SPIDER-MAN #18 is a comic that will go down in 
comic history! 
Howard Kurtz & Ronald Ejisentein, 2533 Batchelder St. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11235 


Okay by us, fellae—eo long as {t fsn’t too far down! 


Dear Stan and Steve: 

You call SPIDER-MAN “A web-head”! I think it’s 
Stan that’s the “web-head”! Your art work and lettering 
are the best they have been in a long time; even your 
plots aren’t bad, until the end of the stories! I think 
you've worn the idea of people hating Spider-Man, and 
Aunt May’s sickness, a little thin. For once, I would like 
to see Spider-Man come out on top: You're wrong when. 
you assume people quickly forget the good you have done 
when you make a mistake! As for J.J., he can soak his head 
in a barrel of water and forget to come up. Another thin 
I_am tired of is Betty always misunderstanding Peter. 
think it’s about time he cued her in. Congratulations on 


’ finally admitting that Torch really likes Spider-Man, They 


muke a great team. 
* Timothy Scott, 6518—28th Avenue 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Or, as jolly Jonah would say: “Yeah, they make a 
great team all right—of what??” 


a a 


SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS SECTION: 


You're probably wondering where we go from here with 


Spidey? Well, if it'll make you feel better, we're wonder- 
ing too! But, by the time we get down to the bottom of this 
page, we'll probably have something figured out! 
~You've probably all mailed your M.M.M.S. coupons by 
now, as every loyal web-spinner should! Which means you're 
now a member of the most off-beat, mixed-up marching 
society this side of Yancy Street! And, if you haven’t joined 
yet, don’t worry—we'll still love youl (Although we can’t 
guarantee how the rest of the world will react to your In- 
judicious decision!) 

—By the way, do us a big favor, willya? Much as we flip 
over your fan mail, try and keep your letters short—pleasel 
With all the mail we receive daily, it's becoming virtually 
impossible to take the time to scan letters which are many 
pages in length! So say what you want to, but do it in as 
few words as possible—and give Stan and Steve time to 
turn out another ish of Spidey! Thanks a heap! 

~Ah-ha! We told you we'd figure something out for SPIDER- 
MAN #23 before we finished! We've decided to bring back 
one of the most popular new foes Spidey’s ever fought—and, 
as if that’s not enough, you'll see ol’ Web-Head in action 
against some real, down-to-earth gun-totin’ rootin’-tootin’ 
mobsters and crooks! It'll be fast, furious, and fascinating 
and if you miss it, we'll cry ourselves to sleep! So face front, 
and keep your marching shoes handy! 


EMPIRA 


